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35U.8.C. 1 Establishment.

The Patent and Trademark Office shall continue as an office
in the Department of Commerce, where records, books, draw-
ings, specifications, and other papers and things pertaining to
patents and to trademark registrations shall be kept and pre-
served, except as otherwise provided by law.

(Amended Jan, 2, 1975, Public Law 93-596, scc. 1, 88 Stat. 1949.)

35US.C, 2 Seal,

The Patent and Trademark Office shall have a seal with
which letters patent, certificates of trade-mark registrations, and
papers issued from the Office shall be authenticated,

(Amended Jan. 2, 1975, Public Law 93-596, sec. 1, 88 Stat, 1949.)

35 U.S.C, 3 Officers and employees.

(a) There shall be in the Patent and Trademark Office a
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, a Deputy Commis-
sioner, two Assistant Commissioners and examiners-in-chicf
appointed under section 7 of this title. The Deputy Commis-
sioner, or, in the event of a vacancy in that office, the Assistant
Commissioner senior in date of appointment, shall fill the office
of Commissioner during a vacancy in that office until the
Commissioner is appointed and takes office. The Commis-
sioner of Patents and Trademarks, the Deputy Commissioner,
and the Assistant Commissioners shall be appointed by the
President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, The
Secretary of Commerce, upon the nomination of the Commis-
sioner inaccordance with law shall appoint all other officers and
cmployees.

(b) The Secretary of Commerce may vest in himself the
functions of the Patent and Trademark Office and its officers
and employees specified in this title and may from time to time
authorize their performance by any other officer or employee.

(c) The Secretary of Commerce is authorized to fix the per
annum rate of basic compensation of each examiner-in-chief in
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the Patent and Trademark Office at not in excess of the maxi-
mum scheduled rate provided for positions in grade 17 of the
General Schedule of the Classification Actof 1949, asamended.

(d) The Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks shall be
an Assistant Secretary of Commerce and shall receive compen-
sation at the rate prescribed by law for Assistant Sccretaries of
Commerce,

(e) The members of the Trademark Trial and Appeal Board
of the Patent and Trademark Office shall each be paidatar.. ¢
not to exceed the maximum rate of basic pay payablc for Gs-16
of the General Schedule under section 5332 of title 5.

(Subsection (c) amended Scpt. 6, 1958, Public Law 85-933, see. 1,
72 Stat, 1793; Sept. 23, 1959, Public Law 85-370, sec. 1(a), 73 Stat.
650; Aug. 14, 1964, Public Law 88-426, sec.305(26), 78 Stat. 425; Jun.
2, 1975, Public Law 93-596, sec. 1, 88 Stat. 1949; Jan. 2, 1975, Public
Law 93-601, scc. 1, 88 Stat. 1956; Aug. 27, 1982, Public Law 97-247,
sec. 4, 96 Stat. 319,)

(Subsection (d) added Oct, 25, 1982, Public Law 97-366, 96 Stat.
1760.)

(Subsection (¢) added Nov. 8, 1984, Public Law 98-622, sec. 405,
98 Stat. 3392.)

| 35U.8.C. 4 Restrictions on officers and employees

as to interest in patents,

Officers and employees of the Patent and Trademark Office
shall be incapable, during the period of their appointments and
for one year thereafter, of applying for a patent and of acquiring,
directly or indirectly, except by inheritance ¢r bequest, any
patent or any right or interest in any patent, issued or to be issued
by the Office. In patents applied for thereafter they shall not be
entitled to any priority date carlier than onc year after the
termination of their appointment,

(Amended Jan, 2, 1973, Public Law 93-596, scc. 1, 88 Stat, 1949.)
35US.C. § [Repealed]

(June 6, 1972, Public Law 92-310, Title I1, sec. 208(a), 86 Stat.
203.)

35 US.C, 6 Duties of Commissioner,

(a) The Commissioner, under the direction of the Secretary
of Commerce, shall superintend or perform all duties required
by law respecting the granting and issuing of patents and the
registration of trademarks; shall have the authority to carry on
studies, programs or exchanges of items or services regarding
domestic and international patent and trademark law or the
administration of the Patent and Trademark Office; and shall
have charge of property belonging to the Patent and Trademark
Office. He may, subject to the approval of the Secretary of
Commerce, establish regulations, not inconsistent with law, for
the conduct of proceedings in the Patent and Trademark Office.

(b) The Commissioner, under the dircction of the Secretary
of Commerce, may, in coordination with the Department of
State, carry on programs and studies cooperatively with foreign
patent offices and international intergovernmental organiza-
tions, or may authorize such programs and studies to be carried
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